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ANALISE EPISTEMOLOGICA DAS DISSERTACOES E TESES DEFENDIDAS NO
PROGRAMA DE POS-GRADUACAO EM EDUCACAO EsPECIAL DA UNIVERSIDADE
DE SA0 CARLOS: 1981-2002*
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Este estudo tem como objeto de anilise as dissertagdes e teses de-
senvolvidas no Programa de Pés-graduagao em Educagao Especial da Uni-
versidade Federal de Sao Carlos (PPGEEs/UFSCar), durante o periodo de
1981 a 2002. O objetivo geral é analisar, a partir das abordagens metodo-
légicas, as implicagoes epistemoldgicas das dissertagoes e teses produzidas,
considerando suas inter-relagoes com os determinantes sGcio-politicos e
econdmicos. Nessa perspectiva, procuramos explicitar como se estabele-
cem os principais nexos entre esses determinantes e as dissertagoes e teses
defendidas no PPGEEs/UFSCar. Este procedimento teérico-metodolégi-
co implicou na busca de articulagio dinimica de andlises internas (16gico-
gnoseoldgica e metodoldgica) e externas (histérico-social), da produgao in-
vestigada. Nos 27 documentos analisados, 88,9% adotaram a abordagem
empirico-analitica, predominante em todas as quatro fases de organizagao
curricular do Programa estudado. As pesquisas fenomenolégico-herme-
néuticas representaram 11,1% da amostra, ao passo que a abordagem cri-
tico-dialética nao foi adotada em nenhum estudo analisado. Constatamos
que, apesar de algumas variagoes, pressupostos epistemolégicos comuns sao
apresentados nos critérios de cientificidade que fundamentam as pesquisas,
nas formas como se relacionam sujeito e objeto no processo cognitivo do
conhecimento e nas concepgoes de causalidade, ciéncia, homem, histéria,
realidade, educagao/educagio especial e deficiéncia, conforme a aborda-
gem metodoldgica que as orientam. Verificamos que nas pesquisas empi-
rico-analiticas, o entendimento dominante de ciéncia estd relacionado aos
principios da quantificagio e matematiza¢io dos fenémenos, pautados nos
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pardmetros da estatistica, na busca pela objetividade do conhecimento, no
afastamento do pesquisador em relagio ao objeto de estudo, entre outras
caracteristicas que apontam para uma visao de ciéncia voltada para a ver-
tente positivista. Para as pesquisas fenomenoldgico-hermenéuticas, a cién-
cia consiste na compreensdo dos fenémenos, a partir dos dados coletados
em suas vdrias manifestagoes, na elucidagio dos mecanismos ocultos, nas
implicagbes, nos contextos cujos fendmenos fundamentam-se. As pesqui-
sas desse grupo nao confiam na percepg¢ao imediata do objeto que somente
proporciona as aparéncias. No entanto, a partir dela e por intermédio da
interpretagao se descobre a esséncia dos fendmenos. As pesquisas fenome-
noldgico-hermenéuticas tém, como um dos principais critérios de valida-
¢ao cientifica, a reflexdo interpretativa do pesquisador apoiado no consen-
so intersubjetivo (principios filoséficos da fenomenologia hermenéutica).
Considerando as articulagdes entre o légico e o histérico, verificamos que o
predominio da abordagem empirico-analitica, nos documentos analisados,
estd relacionado aos determinantes sGcio-politicos e econdmicos brasileiros
que influenciaram o modelo de Pés-Graduagao implantado no Pais, assim
como as caracteristicas internas do PPGEEs/UFSCar, principalmente, pela
matriz epistémica predominante no departamento de Psicologia, principal
responsével pela orientagio das atividades desenvolvidas pelo Programa es-
tudado. A partir das possibilidades concretas de mudangas na estrutura e
nas relagdes internas de organizagio do PPGEEs/UFSCar, bem como ba-
seados na relevincia e no compromisso social que o Programa desempenha
em relacdo ao avango qualitativo do conhecimento produzido na drea de
Educagao Especial brasileira, sugerimos a ampliagdo e diversificagao das
vias para a formagdo do pesquisador acerca dos fundamentos tedricos, fi-
loséficos e epistemoldgicos da pesquisa cientifica. Tudo isso com o objeti-
vo de fornecer elementos para que o conhecimento produzido na drea de
Educagao Especial possa ser compreendido de forma mais ampla e, princi-
palmente, contribua para a superagao dos inimeros problemas existentes
na realidade das pessoas com necessidades educacionais especiais.
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EPISTEMOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF DISSERTATIONS AND THESIS DEVELOPED IN THE
Post GRADUATION PROGRAM IN SPECIAL EDUCATION OF THE UNIVERSIDADE
FEDERAL DE SA0 CARLOS: FROM 1981 TO 2002

This study has as an object of analysis the dissertations and thesis
developed in the Post Graduation Program in Special Education of the
Universidade Federal de Sio Carlos (PPGEEs/UFSCar), from 1981 to
2002. Its general aim is to analyse, from the methodological approaches,
the epistemological implications of the dissertations and thesis produced,
considering their inter-relations with the socio-political and economical
factors. In this perspective, we tried to explicit how these factors stablish
contact with the dissertations and thesis presented in PPGEEs/UFSCar.
This theoretic-methodological procedure implied in the search of dynamic
articulation of internal analyses (logical- gnoseological and methodologi-
cal) and external (historic-social), of the investigated production. In the
27 analysed documents, 88,9% of them adopted the empirical-analytical
approach, which were predominant in all the four phases of curricular
organization of the Program. The phenomenological-hermeneutical rese-
arches represented 11 ,1% of the sample. Meanwhile, the critical-dialec-
tical approach was not adopted in any of the analysed studies. We noted
that, in spite of some variations, commom epistemological assumptions
are presented in the criteria of scientific which are the basis of the resear-
ches, in the manners they relate subject and object in the cognitive process
of knowledge, and in the conceptions of casuality, science, human being,
history, reality, education/special education and deficiency, according to
the methodological approach which guide them. We verify that in the
empirical-analytical researches, the dominant understanding of science is
related to the principles of quantification and mathematization of the phe-
nomena. Based on the statistical parameters, in the search for objectivity of
the knowledge, in the distance from the researcher to the object of study,
among other characteristics that point to a view of science centred to the
positivist vertent. In the other hand, for the phenomenological-hermeneu-
tical researches, the science consists in the comprehension of phenomena,
from the collected data in many manifestations, in the elucidation of un-
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clear mechanisms, of implications, of contexts in which these phenome-
na are based. The researches of this group do not trust in the immediate
percpetion of object that only promote the appearence. However, from
that perception and through the interpretation, the essence of the pheno-
mena is discovered. The phenomenological-hermeneutical researches have
as their main criteria of scientific validation, the interpretative reflection of
the researcher supported by the intersubjective consensus (philosophical
principles of phenomology-hermeneutic). Considering the articulations
between the logical and the historical, we verifty the predominance of em-
pirical-analytical approach in the analysed documents and it is related to
socio-political and economical factors, specially, to the Post graduation
implanted in the country, as well, with the internal characteristics of PP-
GEEs/UFSCar, mainly, by the epistemological matrix predominant in the
Departament of Psychology, responsible for the orientation of activities
which are developed by the Program. From the concrete possibilities of
changes in the structure and in the internal relations of the PPGEEs/UFS-
Car, as well as the relevance and the social commitment that it performs
in relation to the qualitative progress of the produced knowledge in the
Brazilian Special Education, it suggested that the ways for the formation
of researcher about the theoretical, philosophical and epistemological of
scientific research would be enlarged and diversified. That has the objec-
tive of supplying elements so that the knowledge produced in the Special
Education, may be understood in a wider way, and mainly, contributes for
the superation of countless problems existents in people’s life with special
educational needs.
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