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BRAZIL AND EUROPE:  THE FEEBLE STRENGTH OF 

BILATERAL RELATIONS

Heritage of our time

compresses the complex tangle of relations, feelings, attachments, oppositions, 
that distinguish a relationship, founding, on the one hand, but, on the other, one 

such as the one established between Europe and Brazil. However, it would be 

that, otherwise, this relationship implies and reproduces.

the matter of the strengthening of the dialogue responsible for developing the 
Institute for Studies Brazil Europe partnership, about the essential chiasmus of 

but also to perceive, in a critical point of view, the nature and the consistence 
1  University of Bologna.
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one responsible for combining the two worlds (with irreducible times and identi-

thinkers of 1930s in particular, observes: “In our culture there is a fundamental ambi-

(CÂNDIDO, 1980: 119).

discourse slope which constitutes the basis of the fundamental dial of Formação da 

Literatura Brasileira

idea of tradition. It situates tradition on the horizontal line of present, what values 

In his understanding, heritage indeed do not refer to a relic or museum-like idea of 

It is convenient to remember here the relevant contribution of Ernst Bloch and 
his 1935 article (written in 1932), in which the author re-conceptualizes heritage, 

Erbschaft dieser Zeit perspective, of “heritage of our 
time”, therefore a current heritage. Indeed, the philosopher, setting apart from an 

times, from a famous incipit

becomes a crucial conceptual tool to read the cultural processes of the “semi-
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changing spaces, and, on a current heritage reformulation, from the incomplete 

(38) on Now.

production of a image (just to mention one example, the idea of Brazil as “Europe 

centroid –, such as Sérgio Buarque de Holanda thinks it, before the 1935 semi-

Raízes do Brasil celebrated exordial chapter, published in 1936), 

to rethink this exchange from a provincialization of European image which has 

Provincializing Europe, 

capitalistic enterprise – without turning to categories and concepts that deepen 
-

the European centre expansion (colonial, capitalist, modern, etc), nonetheless 
considers lessen the plastic character that it associated to the re-location of 

a literal reproduction, a translation refounding the original.
Thus, in this perspective, what emerges would be not so much the quantita-
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It is interesting, in this perspective, to create a strong and substantial partnership, 

an inexhaustible translation. It is the strength, the one resulted from the deconstruc-

Europe and Brazil, that, due to its dissemination in multiple angles of Brazilian culture 

phatasma -

context of threats and disasters at the beginning of the millennium) structured on 
the idea of a feeble strength or a strength of feebleness, i.e. with no strict power 

strength (‘eine schwache messianische Kraft’), which the past is entitled. This right 

hegemonic forces which dominate nation and its narratives, which can reestablish 

effective and affective force, buried in the heritage of the present.

-
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Common archive

and Brazil, it is possible to think about new bilateral paths and partnerships. It 
would be in fact a complex exercise if the relations perspective were reduced 

Brazil-European Union trade suffered a contraction, in variable measure, in all 

that the two divergent phases with which Brazil and Europe are crossing the 
international crises – the former with inclusive tendencies growth; the latter 
with a de-growth process with considerable menaces to a rights heritage built 

complementarities. It would be possible indeed to decline, here and now, the 
concept of feeble strength, considering that two blocks, national and transna-

historical singularities on both sides.

also points to a shift in the Europe’s paradigm from a de-powering of its historic 

Of his prolonged questioning, it is relevant to quote a fragment of one of his 

A Europa Desencantada

It was not only in political terms, but in all others that our European option – 

actually inevitable and necessary – was never or little thought of as it should have 

been. Is this non-thinking of our European adventure that suddenly reappears 
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– and not only just for us, Portuguese – under a concerned !gure, as it happens 

to all the thoughtless, disturbing from inside the image of our exhilarating Europe, 

the one we adhere to. (LOURENÇO, 2005a: 114)

from an enlargement of the thought’s boundaries on the factual unthought-of 

and utopist plan, of abstract existence, Eduardo Lourenço concludes, stating that 

sublime non-identity over the 

the historical point of view (as work) and repowered from the cultural point of view.
The sense of a centre or the practice of European studies in Brazil, derived 

-

Euro Bureaucracy, 
for instance, is inexistent to the non-specialized Brazilian public opinion, as well 

the extent of knowledge about that other aspects also relevant on the dialogue 

required to promote another partnership is not that of a grand narrative. It 

or buried fragments, of discriminated bodies, not hegemonic voices. Is a minor 
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Here also arises from an institutional point of view the requirement of a common 

(archeion) of public structure, a common and open space, able to build, both in Brazil 

European Studies in Brazil and Brazilian Studies in Europe (to also highlight the 

the knowledge from both sides and innovate both European and Brazilian discourses 
from a rescue of a relationship based not on tradition, but on the broad sharing of 

on a third, intermediate and translating place between the members and would be 

for a greater European cohesion and an acceleration in the Brazilian growth with 

Heritage and communities: a thinking perspective
-

introduce powers, but discontinuities of power – valuing them –, turning inside out 

dossiê DOSSIÊ RELAÇÕES BRASIL-EUROPA . BRAZIL AND EUROPE:  THE FEEBLE STRENGTH OF BILATERAL RELATIONS



 181Revista UFG / Dezembro 2013 / Ano XIII nº 14

Thinking about this reconceptualization of Europe-Brazil relationship con-

themes or disciplines, is the dimension previous to the construction of critical 

the relevance of placements, instead of knowledge, concerning the genealogic 

From this point of view, the lesson that arises in Brazil at the time of moder-
th 

on which is structured this thought – in gaps, in debilities reorganized into new, 

otherwise ‘paradigmatic’ thought, which could provide a discreet side access to 

practiced – create the conditions for new forms of ‘in common’, crucial in the 
-

dence in welfare state. This opens up an axis of cooperation and confrontation, 

also on the practices implied.

-

– of heterogeneous social bodies to let ripen an idea of citizenship not partial 

BRAZIL AND EUROPE:  THE FEEBLE STRENGTH OF BILATERAL RELATIONS . dossiê DOSSIÊ RELAÇÕES BRASIL-EUROPA



182 Revista UFG / Dezembro 2013 / Ano XIII nº 14

or disorganic in relation to rights, but capable of exercise its governance within 

which explains the dispute between at least two Europes which Eduardo Lourenço 

happens to us, 

désœuvrée, inoperative.

-

in the world, making it a negotiating and mediation role, intermediate and dialogic, 

musical metaphor.

social problems (such as the aging) or in the relationship between the technique’s 

dossiê DOSSIÊ RELAÇÕES BRASIL-EUROPA . BRAZIL AND EUROPE:  THE FEEBLE STRENGTH OF BILATERAL RELATIONS



 183Revista UFG / Dezembro 2013 / Ano XIII nº 14

Europe and Brazil have, from this point of view, a uni-
que heritage to deepen this topic, and Brazilian culture 

inter-culturalisms which disrupt and put, nonetheless, the 

Corpo de Baile, showing 

outside the norm, in the margins, as an alternative to 
institutional bias).

 Cândido’s thought), there is an agenda of 

possible work for the IBE which stems from these consider-

ations on Europe in one of its most critical moments, with an 

involvement on the reconstruction processes of citizenship in 

Brazil. What Brazil can provide as relevant is how to anchor 

social issues associated to its historical experience (migrations, 

identities, citizenship, human rights, etc), not only on a broader 

-

construction of a new being-in-common, which rearticu-

the rights and found new citizenships, both complemen-

markets. This is a mission that deserves to be attempted 

Europe.
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