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A VISION FOR THE EVOLUTION OF EU BRAZIL 

RESEARCH COOPERATION  BASED ON THE 

LESSONS OF IBE

Dr T J Owens1

Introduction
This chapter presents a vision for the future of the work of the Institute 

of Studies Brazil Europe (IBE) based around support for the development and 

implementation of policies aimed at fostering inclusion and combating inequal-

ities of various kinds in Brazil through cooperation with Europe. It begins with 

at the forefront of the battle ground for the cultural and social focus of higher 

education in Brazil and in Europe for the next decade.

of the implications of some of these links for work that needs to be done in the 
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-

A perception of the context
The context of the IBE has been described as one in which the EU aims to 

promote European studies in Brazil in areas where the EU has accumulated more 

experience, in order to share solutions to Brazilian problems. In the course of 

discussion around how this could be done, disagreement arose in two directions: 

a) consolidating in Brazil an Institute of European Studies, where Europe would 

be studied; and b) consolidating an Institute for Studies Brazil Europe, which 

to accelerate Brazilian development and decrease its inequalities.

From the outset the ‘carrot’ for the European participation in IBE was the 

potential for joint research projects with Brazil and for the recruitment students 

funded under the Brazilian government’s Science without Borders scheme. This 

through the upcoming Horizons 2020 and Brasil 2022 programmes.

-

on the framing of the Horizon 2020 and Brasil 2022 programmes as grand 

themes in Horizon 2020 and Brasil 2022, and related to this seeing if it could 

some extent in Europe and if so to what extent Brazil could learn from the 

European experience of addressing these themes. However, apart from driving 

role for disciplines outside these areas resulting in tensions within IBE.
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Perception of tensions within IBE
Perceived tensions, in particular, between academic disciplines in the IBE could 

be viewed as follows:

this view is:

example, 

 

 

is avoided

 Making sure as Brazil addresses certain social issues it does not waste 

 

improve the effectiveness of its own programmes

It should also not be forgotten that there are important areas where Europe 

can learn from Brazil.

-

terms of the evolution of research methodologies and fundamental understand-

concentrates more on the cultural and social aspects of EU Brazil cooperation 

Brazil is a post-colonial society with, apart from the very obvious Portuguese 

in!uences, major in!uences from Italy and to some extent Germany shaping the 

evolution of its culture and institutions. A number of old European universities 

have signi"cant documentation/records in their archives related to Brazil for 
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example on colonial governance, trade, and emigra-

tion. These are invaluable records for getting a more 

complete understanding of how the Brazil of today 

came to be. Such understanding can provide insight 

into how Brazilian institutions and policies can be best 

shaped in the future.

of European foundations and understanding how it differs 

what is unique about Brazilian culture.

The main defence in support of this argument is that 

in the context of social cohesion and inclusion culture 

access to their cultural heritage, not just privileged elites.

The Core Dilemma
The core dilemma of IBE is that it sits at the forefront 

of the battle ground for the cultural and social focus of 

higher education for the next decade. Horizons 2020 and 

Brazil 2022 represent a paradigm shift towards needs 

research and as this feeds through into education it is 

-

-

tion and the addressing of fundamental social challenges 

this sounds, and is, wonderful but it poses a huge danger 

to Europe in particular.

The greatest capital Europe has is its fabulous cultural 

-

to the rest of the word are through its cultures having 

-

per person GDP resulting in a more severe impact of 

London. But this difference in perception goes deeper 

-

for Brazil but it should also remind the Europeans of 

the importance of their social cohesion and its’ basis in 

In the content of IBE Brazil needs to acknowledge 

the crucial role of a strong awareness of national culture 

across the social classes and Europe needs to recognize 

-

awareness of what it is to be Brazilian. Europe could 

in other parts of the world with a base in European 

from their European counterparts. Furthermore, Europe 
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could better relate to countries outside of Europe when it better understands 

other defending traditional humanities and social science education with a view 

to promoting a better mutual cultural understanding of EU Brazil relationship and 

fostering greater social cohesion within Brazil and deepening it within Europe.

Main challenges and achievements to date

-

and Brasil 2022.

detail on the actions that should result from ‘one-line’ descriptions of the trans-

This work needs to be done before the second strand of the work of IBE can 

gaps in or limitations of humanities and social science education that need to be 

available so those areas for which funding will not be available become apparent. 

If Horizons 2020 and Brasil 2022 were to result in large parts of humanities and 
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for then it could be a disaster with dire social consequences for social cohesion 

even exist.

In the following examples will be given of what could be done in IBE in aspects 

topics at the moment for economic and social reasons. Indeed several of them 

are the subject of on-going ‘debate’ in the popular press.

This should give an indication of the depth of knowledge that underpins the 

-

visible the real extent of the achievements of IBE to date. It should also give a 

better appreciation of the implications of what has been done in IBE, the nature 

Some areas of possible EU Brazil cooperation in ICT

which are digital content, distributed media applications, and new user devices 

generation smart mobile devices it is crucial to understand that the devices 

evolution is service and application driven and that the services and applications 

of the content industries and the platforms on which the content is expected 

its content providers. It is in the national interest that Brazil ensures that user 
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interfaces are developed for new user devices and terminals, for Brazilian consumers 

take up of such services and applications in Brazil which would drive a domestic 

interfaces to Brazilian networked electronic media applications for the European 

market. The European Union has world leading expertise in networked electronic 

accessing Brazilian networked electronic media applications.

and tools for the integration of multimedia communications applications targeted at 

Europe the development of open source and standardized tools for content creators 

and service and application providers with a view to providing support for the design 

between Brazil and Europe on the development of such open source tools would 

Microelectronics are now familiar to most of the world’s population even if 

be ‘active’ for calls to be possible from the phone. Such microelectronics which 

of European designed microelectronics is outsourced to the Far East. Based on 

established outsourcing models, for Brazil to get the best return on its investment 

components for smart meters for measuring power consumption in the home etc. 

However, to enable this, international agreements on the distribution and protection 

as power distribution networks.
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The Brazilian Government’s wish to realize the huge 

increases the demand for IP addresses, a demand which 

-

of Service differentiation. The take up of IPv6 and the 

role in the roll-out of IPv6 as fourth generation telecoms 

network technologies have been designed with an all IPv6 

operator’s backbone network in mind. Telecoms driven 

for Brazil because its large dense urban populations and 

huge geographical area make the economics of providing 

and wireless broadband offers the best hope for digital 

in the area of the IoT include smart networked video 

-

become possible and major social issues such as digital 

inclusion and the combating of crime in the urban envi-

promote dialog between Brazilian and European coun-

terparts in this area with a view to making recommen-

dations on the content of dedicated calls for funding in 

of the available human resources as the pool of expertise 

and therefore it is essential that funding programmes 

make best use of the available human resources. Given 

the obvious relationship to the possible collaboration 

highlighted above in conventional microelectronics and 

-

networks to ease congestion, reduce the risk of accidents, 

and improve the management of all aspects of the conse-

depending on certain requirements. In Sao Paolo state 
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context because road side units are an effective mechanisms for monitoring road 

Car theft is a particular big issue in some Brazilian cities and such technologies 

in some Brazilian cities. Cooperation between Brazil and Europe on all aspects 

Future Networks refers to next generation heterogeneous wireless and mobile 

-

netic Field (EMF) and interference. The reduction in EMF implies a reduction in 

-

the European high-speed broadband and mobile network infrastructure is to 

contribute to standardization and regulation. Brazilian involvement in European 

initiatives in future network standardization and regulation and vice versa will 

pointed out Brazil has a particular stake in the evolution of wireless access to 

communities, and a common desire for greener technologies.

super-broadband applications which are expected drive an enormous increase in 
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the demand for bandwidth due to the emergence of new services, such as triple 

-

applications will follow the demand patterns of much of Europe giving rise to 

high speed networks which are accessible thorough access networks to poten-

cloud computing is best envisaged as a series of business models for outsourc-

ing of IT services and applications. In this context, categories of cloud service 

provider include Software as a Service (SaaS) providers that offer customers 

access to applications on shared infrastructure, Platform-as-a-service (PaaS) 

providers offer access to development platforms on which applications that will 

belong to the customer can be developed, and Infrastructure-as-a-service (IaaS) 

providers providing access to processing power, e.g., part of a hard disc. Such 

services offer enormous potential to small and medium sized enterprises and 
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into their basket of service offerings.

has been located and when. The locations in which particular data is stored, and 

-

data to generate new information. Establishing provenance in cloud computing 

-

mation context refers to the rights of an individual, and the obligations of the 

Opportunities for European and Brazilian collaboration in the area of cloud 

computing relate to initiatives promoting the use and development of open 

interfaces and tools for cloud computing and international initiatives to enable 

wish to engage in the discussion in Europe on cloud governance ([2]).

-

to uncover hidden patterns, unknown correlations and other useful information. 

Such information can provide competitive advantages over rival organizations and 
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business intelligence (BI) programmes. These other data 

New sources of big data are expected to arise in 

-

tent stores, and from data collection of data provided 

Internet and other IoTs devices. Such data stores raise 

issues surrounding safe use of the Internet to concerns 

gives rise to governance issues and issues around critical 

infrastructure protection. Social web site related content 

can be correlated with other personal data to endanger 

the individual. This gives rise to the need for regulation in 

the European Union and Brazil for the protection of the 

and the protection of critical infrastructures in the con-

and their outcomes could lead to major cost savings 

in and effectiveness of cancer treatments. The cost of 

-

the users involved in the networks and making available 

Content creation and use related issues and broadband 

-

stakeholders, researchers and developers which include: 

“Development of anti-tracking initiatives and solutions 

for mobile applications; the users of mobile devices are 

more exposed as most anti-tracking initiatives are not 

tools to allow the users to know how their personal 

data is collected, managed and transferred; Enforcement 

-

ers and to force compliance with rules and regulations 

regarding personal data protection; mechanisms should 

and for monitoring and detection of violation of the 
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-

mentation of the outcomes of the discussions. 

Possible future directions for the work of IBE

discussion in Europe on cloud governance and in European forums discussing 

-

tives to assist in enabling the data lineage of cloud based data to be established; 

-

tional agreements on the distribution and protection of the associated intellec-

some of these challenges.

progressed as follows: In strand 1 with its focus on Horizons 2020 and Brasil 2022, 

-
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events between the disciplines and relevant industrial and social stakeholders con-

cerned to create the consortia needed to address a particular challenge or realise 

-

what needed to be done in order that Brazilian universities with different regu-

lations for the award of higher degrees could participate on an equal footing in 

-

pletion work can begin in earnest on the second phase of the second strand of 

sciences educational provision in Brazil that need to addressed if the needs of 

Brasil 2022 for expertise in these areas can be met. Then which of these gaps/

important areas of potential EU Brazil joint research in the humanities and social 

-

each leading on from the two parallel activities of phase 2 of strand 2, one of 

developing an EU Brazil action plan to address perceived weaknesses and needs 

age can Southern European care models for older people be relied on in Brazil? 
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are closer to those of Brazil than Swedish social and economic conditions are 

but should Brazil be aspiring to Swedish care models or learning from Portuguese 

efforts to maximise the effectiveness of scarce social care resources, or as is 

humanities and social sciences academics on one side and science and engineer-

among the Brazilian partners with their preoccupation with inclusion. European 

research funding or science without borders students being forthcoming because 

education being adopted in Europe at the moment. On both the EU and Brazilian 

strands of the work of IBE has been crucial to the reaching of some consensus 

at least on what needs to be done going forward.

In connection with ensuring the outputs of IBE can result in concrete actions 

-

ing, instruments for funding the joint work that needs to be done and in driving 

governmental involvement in on-going discussions on how issues of major social 

Concluding remarks and recommendations
-

keep this in mind.

Going forward the work of IBE is at a critical juncture and having done the 

humanities and social sciences academics looking at taking forward an Institute 
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of European Studies in Brazil focussed on traditional academic studies but targeted 

at promoting more effective policies development in Brazil, and with a commitment 

to promoting cultural inclusion in Brazil wherever possible as a mechanism for 

-

demics, the membership of which in the longer term will need to be expanded to 

care for, older people need to be linked into their implications for patterns of health 

To ensure the coherence of the work of both groups an oversight committee 

would need to be established. Obvious candidates for leading the work of such a 

board the membership of which could be changed on a needs driven basis according 

ensure work was carried out in line with Brazilian government policies and advise 

on the cost effective implementation of these policies and moving forward how 

Looking to the future, now that the point has been reached that it is possible to 

do so, the assignment of leadership responsibilities for activities within IBE in more 

has been the case to date.

and social sciences expertise will be there when a need for it emerges and the 

importance of protecting and fostering cultural heritage in the context of inclusion. 
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From a European perspective this experience sends some ‘amber warnings’ on 

the future of European higher education in the humanities and social sciences 

and social sciences academics to the pursuit of social policies of fundamental 

mitigate the risks in this regard.

References
[1] Cloud Security and Privacy, Tim Mather, Subra Kumaraswamy, Shahed Latif, 

O’Reilly, 2009,

[2] ENISA European Network and Information Security Agency document: Crit-

ical Cloud Computing A Critical Information Infrastructure Protection (CIIP) per-

spective on cloud computing services Version 1,0, December 2012

[3] http://searchbusinessanalytics.techtarget.com/de�nition/big-data-analytics

[4] ENISA European Network and Information Security Agency document: Pri-

vacy considerations of online behavioural tracking

A VISION FOR THE EVOLUTION OF EU BRAZIL RESEARCH COOPERATION . dossiê DOSSIÊ RELAÇÕES BRASIL-EUROPA


