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EUROPEAN STUDIES: A BRAZILIAN PERSPECTIVE

In the process of creation and implementation of the Institute for Studies 

should and/or can assume in Brazil.

with an European language, born from the Portuguese colonization and depen-

it is impossible not to see ourselves, to a certain extent, as children of Europe. 

modeling our institutions, our theoretical thinking, the principles of our academic 

1 IBE-UFMG.
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into our theoretical formulations.

The rooted assumptions and prejudices that direct the vision of Europe since 

this concept. For this, the path that seemed more viable was the data collection 

(not exhaustive, of course) of the various instances of education, exchange and 

of this approach.2 However, without the illusion of being safe from the several 

situations that lead the constitution of the various imaginaries around the signi-

to the description of other centres, non-European, closing the paper with con-

in Brazil.3. The panorama that will be presented is restricted to graduate courses 

search engines, though vulnerable to the addictions and deviations of indirect 

information, allows the access to the discourses with which praxis is covered, 

2  A proposta do levantamento foi feita pelo Prof. Ivan Domingues, coordenador geral do IBE-UFMG.

3  Agradeço a ajuda de Tiago Duarte, Assistente Administrativo do IBE-UFMG na complementação do levantamento 

aqui exposto.

dossiê DOSSIÊ RELAÇÕES BRASIL-EUROPA . EUROPEAN STUDIES: A BRAZILIAN PERSPECTIVE



 129Revista UFG / Dezembro 2013 / Ano XIII nº 14

European Studies in Europe 

although several following considerations can be valid for the different levels of 

education.

The European Studies must be seen in parallel with the Jean Monnet Centres 

4 In 1943, he defended the constitution of the several European nations 

European Parliament.

The Jean Monnet Centres of Excellence have been created when the European 

information about this project that will be enough for the purposes of this text:

At the request of the universities and other higher education establishments 

of the Member States, the European Commission has developed a European 

information project named after one the fathers of European integration, Jean 

Monnet 

The Jean Monnet Project is a kind of an umbrella concept for educational 

European Commission. Finance is provided for universities in both Member States 

and applicant countries. The Project covers various forms of activities, one of 

which is the running of Jean Monnet European Centres of Excellence.

a total of 47 universities host a Jean Monnet Centre.

4  Informação do site: <www.jeanmonnet.org.tr>.
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of European integration and the judicial, economic and political dimensions thereof 

through teaching, research and discussion.

The Centres’ particular task is to gather human and other resources, both within 

5

The constant link between graduate programmes in European Studies and Jean 

Monnet Centres indicates the derivation of these studies from the creation of the 

federation group which gathers 27 European countries. Issues related to the imple-

European Studies course, for determined disciplines and research areas, as we will see 

 

and its relations with central and Balkan Europe and with the states from the 

 The Europe of cities and regions

 The intellectual life, the cultural and aesthetic trends

 

 The construction of the economic discourse and its legitimation

 The statute of women in the European Union.

 

The website of the programme warns that “The research themes must have a 

transnational perspective.

5 This text was translated (to Portuguese) by the author of the Portuguese (original) version of the paper.
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Other points that are worth to highlight in the Paris 8 programme are the divi-

sion into discipline sectors (public law, political science, general economic science, 

 Higher education and research 

 Translation and documentation 

 Journalism and publishing

 International trade

 Communication and culture

 International relations and cultural exchanges 

 Careers in international and European organizations; administration, national 

and international public service.

The presentation of the programme makes clear that its focus is on the most 

requires a . That is how the programme 

-

mention in the area of Law, one of the most focused ones among the European 

Studies courses in general.

In Paris 3, or Sorbonne Nouvelle

European Studies I and European Studies II, which establish, as research domains, 

programme intend to form frameworks for the “European careers”. These can be 

be extended to “experts in European issues acting in the private and public sec-

policies, of the external relations, of the economic strategies and their demands of 

negotiation and management. For an effective approach, the theoretical knowledge 

must be associated with practical understanding and real experience.

-
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the professionalization of students, in contrast with the 

doctorate at Paris 8, much more comprehensive, is pro-

denominations Master I and Master II are not subtracting, 

course presentation draws the attention to the relative 

the model of formation of some foreign universities, like 

The contrast between the Paris 8 and Paris 3 courses 

offer different levels of programmes since, in the Euro-

pean Studies Universe, there is a generalized emphasis on 

the area of Public Policies, Law and Economics and less 

stands out in the area of European Studies. The doctorate 

degree programme is divided into four departments – 

Economics, History and Civilization, Law, Political and Social 

Sciences – among which the student has to choose. In 

the website, among the candidates most frequent ques-

degree programme in two departments at the same time. 

approach is encouraged, as well as the participation in 

academic activities of other departments.

intends to direct the students to academic careers, 

besides positions in the European Union institutions. 

while the Political and Social Sciences highlights current 

and still in progress issues. The Economics department 

-

torates called European Doctoral Programme (EDP), 

dedicated to Quantitative Economics, which deals with 

programmes of the following institutions, besides EUI: 

Université Catholique de Louvain, Ecole des Hautes 

-

peu Fabra, Barcelona and London School of Economics. 

external partnership. Yet the Law department stresses 

the comparative aspect of the studies.

structure of EUI is heavier and more directed towards 

-

research themes, in opposition to other programmes 

-

The programme of European Studies of Friedrich Schiller 

-

mation of Southeast Europe, Governance and change of 

the statute of the national state in the European Union, 

-

The College of Europe, dedicated to post-graduation 

in European Studies, has two campi, being one in Bel-
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to its presentation, “the programme takes into account that the phenomenon of 

programme in Europeistik: “The objective of the course is a thorough training 

in the sphere of the European Integration. The course aims to make connections 

between philosophical, social, economic, legal and ecological factors of integration 

character, offering to all the students the disciplines of Economics, Law, Politics, 

-

che Studien) is understood as , brings together historians, art 

historians, theorists of literature and music. Provides the platform upon which 

European Studies. This binding of the European Studies with the philosophical 

thinking and aesthetics is rare, perhaps without precedent in terms of the PhD 

In the United Kingdom, the concept of European Studies seems to be more 

-

tries in Europe, more than a consideration of the European Union as a whole. It 
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in the area are offered there. Universities as Essex and Leeds have Jean Monnet Centres 

linked to the Jean Monnet Centre: the one of the Law School and the one of the School 

of European Languages, Translation and Politics. The latter includes studies in Public Policies. 

-

European gover-

nance and democracy; European economy and political economy; European society, ideas 

and identities; European affairs beyond the EU borders. To have access to the doctorate 

programme at LSE, the student must have obtained distinction in the Masters disser-

tation on a related theme.

The new title conferring system consolidates the large collection accumulated for more 

than seven years of existence of a speci!c programme of excellence in the formation 

of researchers in European themes. It is necessary to emphasize, in this sense, the in-

corporation of the group of professors of the Political Science and Administration Area, 

who did not participate in the former doctorate, but who also bring a vast experience 

from other programmes and in the supervision of theses.

-

emphasis is on International Cooperation.

In Portugal, there are more programmes for the Master’s degree, but we can mention 
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-

ted. From the point of view of a doctoral education, the programme at Paris 8 

deserves relief for including before its sight some controversial issues such as 

-

course, besides associating the available historical data with the prospection of 

current problems. Therefore, it is considered as the most open and demanding 

Two perceptible movements in the map European Studies in Europe are worth 

to be signaled: (1) the change of focus of the studies under that denomination, 

vision of Europe as hegemonic centre, and (2) the growing independence of the 

the point of view of the voter and the common citizen.

European Studies in other continents
The most prestigious course in European Studies outside Europe is Harvard, 

which provides the model for including Paris 3. The Minda Gunzburg Center for 

PhD in Government, with four 

Cultural Studies and European Cinema. Elective topics are: Europe in the world, 

the world in Europe; The European Union; European thought; European cinema; 

 

 

 

 European cinema
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Here we have a model for European Studies that is not framed in areas that 

-

presentation:

-

The prominence given to European cinema deserves attention for turning to 

an aesthetic expression that has developed in parallel with the construction of 

than literature, despite the prestige of this unwavering. The combination image/

narrative is seen as having achieved their own character in Europe, regardless 

an important instrument of apprehension of multiple dimensions of European life.

Modern European Studies. The presentation states that “the programme is ideal 

for students who wish to combine the advanced work in Humanities or Social 

Sciences with a deep knowledge of Europe and its place in the world. Postgra-

duates in Modern European Studies are intended to careers in government, 

business, journalism and the non-productive sector, as well as doctoral studies 

of postgraduate students research on European issues. The Georgetown University 

Centre for German and European Studies, which aims to “educate 

the next generation of leaders transatlantic” through a Master of Arts in German 
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have centres for European studies, but, not to dwell too much, we will mention 

European Studies Council

development of new initiatives, noting that several departments, in the areas of 

Japan and Enlarged Europe.Partners in Global Gover-

nance

-

grammes, but promotes the dialogue between the European countries and Japan.

-
6 offering even doctoral 

programmes around themes such as European Integration, Governance and 

In China, the European University Centre

European Studies at master’s and doctoral levels. The focus is on different aspects of 

Europe, from a political, economic, social and cultural point of view. The centre has 

partnerships with several European universities, of ten different countries, including 

three Sorbonnes, Paris 2, 4 and 6. Now the Institute of European Studies of Macau 

offers a Masters with four modules, each devoted to an area: the “General” (which 

IEEM a research programme in doctoral level, the Asia-Europe Comparative Studies 

Research Project, which foresees even a percentage of group research. Projects 

various levels. It can be seen, in the Chinese centres, a concern to understand 

the organization of the European Union, from a more institutional point of view.

-

6  Keio University, Tsuda College e Hitotsubashi University.
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updated information on European issues. Emphasizes the need of networking, which 

“leads the ESC to develop and promote a cooperative network between the Thai/

The Centre also seeks to build links between Thai and European institutions, as well 

an economic cooperation agreement with the EU (European Union). Its headquar-

-

senting the conditions and possibilities of existence of European Studies Centres in 

7 published in Cadernos Adenauer

cited, Chile would be the one to offer diplomas (specialization) in European Studies 

-

throughout the whole Southern Cone.

of universities linked to the Instituto de Estudos da Integração Europeia (IEIE), and 

7  Em Cadernos Adenauer XIV (2013) nº1, p.81-96.
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focusing on European Union.

European Studies in Brazil

of information on EE in Brazil. However, the authors fail to point out the exis-

2007, the one at Universidade de Brasília (Prof. Dr. Julie Schmied), 2010 and the 

one at Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (Prof. Dr. Karine de Souza Silva), 

2007. The expectation is that from these chairs be born initiatives of creation 

UNB European Studies Centre, on whose activities there still is shortage of 

information online. The Professor Karine, through membership of the UFSC to 

German foundation.

It’s important to emphasize that the initiatives on European studies are, as in 

-

cating a weakness of these studies among us. The joint performance of academic 

units and the European Commission that is being implemented now in Brazil 
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Preliminary Conclusions

1. 

encourage and give support to research aimed at the European Union 

and at European issues through these centres. The graduate courses are 

constitute courses. 

2. 

Union, however, prevails in some universities of greater humanistic tradi-

countries and their cultures (including literature).  The role of the covenants 

Department of European and German Studies, showing the proactive role 

Foundation.  

3. The departmental disciplines most often involved in EE are, in descending 

innovation issues are not a topic for themselves, and are treated, if at all, 

4. 

what is called Critical European Studies.  These tend to be practiced almost 

5. 

entitled “PhD in Government” (Harvard). 
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6. 

the initiative of a particular researcher, from their 

training and European contacts. This concentration 

of efforts on individual initiative endangers the con-

researcher decides not to shoulder the burden of 

keeping them, once their creator retires or desists.

Which European Studies concern us?

latter appears, in various forms, in several of the pro-

do not exist in the predominant concept of European 

included in a single course proposal, in the IBE, was the 

the problems and obstacles of each area, with the scope 

that conform actions in several areas can be translated 

economical growth, but, in fact, undergoes a series of 

political pressures, some of which come from the civil 

will, it also depends on pressure from economic inte-

rests, on the one hand, and from the social issues that 

are imposed each time.

-

nomics (with regard to economic growth sustenance). 

Formatting an European Studies programme will face, 

aid and an economic developmental aid. If we include 

under the guise of trade relations, we must ask ourselves: 

clean, sustainable, inclusive are now of common circu-

modes of production, certain goals and projects, instead 

of masking and packaging the same old practices, hidden 

under the image publishing strategies. The inclusion of 

Health offers a similar challenge: there will be attempts 

to opt for treatments, diseases and prevention practices 

of greater social reach or encourage pharmaceutical 

options happen in Europe, as part of a larger social-

-

literature and culture. It is undeniable that, to us, the 

foreign European Studies courses reviewed here empha-

size the diplomatic and trade relations with Europe. The 
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to understand the issues common to Brazil and Europe, to which bidirectional 

-

tive alone would not be able to reveal. The weight of the options involved in 

override the interests of the moment.

From the points raised, we can outline what form should take the European 

above, some terms that can serve as parameters for research were underlined: 

-

ach, theoretical knowledge combined with practical understanding and practical 

experience. The recurrence of these parameters in the most prestigious courses 

our own experience under construction.

Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, in a recent meeting with the ambassador 

of the European Union and 19 other European ambassadors in Brazil, Europe is 

no longer the great emanating centre of civilization for peripheral cultures. Thus, 

it is correct that two large federal blocks such as Brazil and Europe, despite the 

all levels, including research. Therefore, we defend here the adoption of a critical 

goal: the human development.
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* Among the more than �fty sites visited, from which it 

many links were accessed, we selected the aforementio-

ned for having effectively contributed to this writing. All 

listed websites were accessed between April 15 and May 

15, 2013.
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