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Abstract: The Ladder-tailed Nightjar, Hydropsalis climacocerca, bird with central distribution in the
Amazon Basin, was recorded in the state of Maranhdo and the middle of the Tocantins River for the
first time. An individual adult of the species was recorded in 2016 on a temporary river island
downstream from a hydroelectric dam. This record expanded the area of occurrence and distribution
of this species in the Brazilian Cerrado.

Keywords: Amazon-Cerrado, geographic distribution, middle Tocantins River, new record.

EXPANSAO DE DISTRIBUICAO DE ACURANA HYDROPSALIS CLIMACOCERCA TSCHUDI, 1844 No
CERRADO BRASILEIRO, COM PRIMEIRO REGISTRO PARA O ESTADO DO MARANHAO

Resumo: A acurana Hydropsalis climacocerca, ave com distribuicdo central na bacia amazonica, é
registrada pela primeira vez no estado do Maranhdo e regido do médio do rio Tocantins. Um individuo
adulto da espécie foi registrado em 2016 em uma ilha fluvial temporaria, a jusante de uma barragem
hidrelétrica. Este registro amplia a area de ocorréncia e distribuicdo desta espécie no Cerrado
brasileiro.

Palavras-chave: Amazénia-Cerrado, distribuicdo geografica, médio Rio Tocantins, novo registro.

forests. Additionally, specimens of this species

The Ladder-tailed Nightjar, Hydropsalis
climacocerca Tschudi, 1844, is a bird species
restricted to the lowlands, occurring up to 2,600
m in some intermontane valleys (Schulenberg et
al., 2010; Smith, 2020). This species is common
along side rivers, marginal lakes, and floodplain
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occupy shores, river islands, and sand bars
(Smith, 2020). This nightjar, which is endemic
to the Americas, occurs from the Guianas and
Venezuela to Bolivia and eastern Brazil (Sick,
1997; IUCN, 2016; Smith, 2020). The first
known record for the Brazilian Cerrado occurred



from 2004 to 2006, in the center-west of the
Tocantins state, in the Amazon-Cerrado transiti-
on area (Pinheiro & Dornas, 2009). Since then,
new records of H. climacocerca have been
observed for this ecotonal region and other lo-
cations in the Cerrado biome of Tocantins,
mainly in the Araguaia River basin. Based on ci-
tizen science data obtained from eBird, GBIF,
Macaulay Library and WikiAves, H. climacocerca
occurs in the Cerrado biome from July to Janu-
ary during the dry and dry-rain transition peri-
ods for the biome.

On July 9, 2016, a single adult of H. cli-
macocerca was photographed on a fluvial island
in the middle of the Tocantins River, downstre-
am of the UHE Estreito, in the municipality of
Estreito, Maranhdo state, Brazil (6922'24.44" S,
47024'49.94” W) (Fig. 1). In the region, these
fluvial islands found in the middle of the river
form in the summer when the river is low. When
winter comes, most sandbars are submerged,
including the island where this bird was recor-
ded. This record was taken during the field acti-
vity of a Chelonian monitoring program at UHE
Estreito. The boatman of the program, who is a
local resident, was the one who took us to the
encounter with the Ladder-tailed Nightjar and
told us that he had already observed this speci-
es of “owl” (as he called the bird) before cons-
tructing the hydroelectric dam. The boatman
also told us that H. climacocerca was not easy
to observe and was observed only on that is-
land. No nesting or nesting activity of the speci-
es was observed. Since the present record, new
encounters with this species in the region have
been unknown.

The record region is between 150 and
201 m in the Amazon-Cerrado ecotone area and
is characterized by forest formations and savan-

nas, predominantly from the Cerrado biome
(Medeiros & Walter, 2012). The registration lo-
cation was accessed using a boat with a 40 hp
outboard motor. An adult individual was photo-
graphed with a Canon PowerShot SX50 HS
camera. The photographic record was available
on the WikiAves portal under registration code
WA3251043. The identification was made based
on the habitat and morphological diagnosis of
the specimen.

In the Brazilian Cerrado, H. climacocerca
is abundant in the west central Tocantins state,
in the ecotonal areas of the Amazon and
Cerrado, the domain of the Araguaia Basin and
its tributaries, mainly the Javaés River and the
Coco River (Pinheiro & Dornas, 2009). Since the
first record in the Bananal Island/Cantdo Envi-
ronmental Protection Area (APA) and the Cantdo
State Park (Pinheiro & Dornas, 2009), this spe-
cies has been observed mainly in the Araguaia-
Bananal ecological corridor. A complex of
protected areas in the region forms this corridor.
Documentary evidence is predominantly deposi-
ted in citizen science web portals, mainly in
eBird, GBIF, Macaulay Library, and WikiAves. In
the Tocantins River basin, the species H. clima-
cocerca is found in the lower part of the river,
from the Santo Antdnio waterfall, in Itaguatins,
state of Tocantins (Silva, 2010) to the UHE Tu-
curui dam area in the state of Pard (Dantas,
2005). Based on reviews of information or re-
cords in the scientific and citizen science litera-
ture, the current record of H. climacocerca
represents a geographic distribution extension
of the species to the Brazilian Cerrado, with the
first occurrence in the Maranhdo state and the
middle Tocantins River basin (Fig. 2). De Carva-
lho et al. (2020) compilated a list of 728 species
of birds for the state of Maranhd@o. The Avibase
(Lepage, 2023), database system, informs the

Fig. 1._Adult of yropsalis climacocerc:a.Tséhuhd.i,

1844 in a temporary river island on the middle

B - - .

Tocantins River, municipality of Estreito, Maranhdo state, Brazil (A, B). Photographic record deposited
on the WikiAves portal under code WA3251043 (B). Photos: Pereira, K. D. L.
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occurrence of 822 species for the state, inclu-
ding our record available on the WikiAves portal
under code WA3251043. However, we did not
consider Avibase data, whose compilation of
lists is based on data available from several
sources, including other citizen science portals,
without mentioning due credit to the authors of
the records. The present study added the speci-
es H. climacocerca, thus increasing this total to
729 species of birds present with in the limits of
the state of Maranhdo, based on the list by De
Carvalho et al. (2020).

This new record extends the known range
of the species by about 70 km south of the clo-

sest observation in the Cerrado biome, located
in the lower Tocantins River (Silva, 2010). The
current register also extends approximately 289
km north of the occurrence observed in Couto
Magalhdes (Pascoal, 2014). Concerning the oc-
currence records of the species in the Araguaia-
Bananal ecological corridor, the current record
extends to the north for approximately 449 km
of the Cantdo State Park (Pinheiro & Dornas,
2009), 547 km of the Cangurugu - Private Re-
serve Natural Heritage (RPPN) (Moschini & Pio-
vesan, 2019), and 637 km from the Javaés
River in Bananal Island/Cantdo APA (Pinheiro &
Dornas, 2009) (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Distribution of Hydropsalis climacocerca Tschudi, 1844, including the first record for the
middle Tocantins River basin in state of Maranhdo (Yellow triangle: present study) and review of
records of the Cerrado biome in Tocantins state (Red circles). Records (References): 1. Javaés River
in the Bananal Island/Cantao APA (Pinheiro & Dornas, 2009), 2. Coco River in the Cantdo State Park
(Pinheiro & Dornas, 2009), 3. Santo Antonio waterfall, in the municipality of Itaguatins (Silva, 2010),
4. municipality of Couto Magalhaes (Pascoal, 2014), 5. Cangurugu RPPN (Moschini & Piovesan, 2019).
Projection of mapping standards of the distribution area of the species (Green spot): IUCN (IUCN,
2016) and Handbook of the Birds of the World (Smith, 2020).
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